,ET. 46              POST-WAR

State had studied matters on the spot. In the
spring he presided at a conference in Cairo, which
had excellent results so far as the Middle East was
concerned and gave him a splendid opportunity
to paint the Pyramids. But its immediate effect on
his political career was less beneficial. For while
Mr. Churchill was away in Egypt, Mr. Bonar Law
resigned and the Prime Minister was left to find a
new second-in-command. There was some expecta-
tion that Mr. Churchill would become Chancellor of
the Exchequer. But promotion rarely comes to
absentees; and he was left at the Colonial Office,
while the appointment of Sir Robert Home to the
Treasury preserved the Coalition's party equipoise.
His Middle Eastern t settlement, by which King
Feisal was established in Irak and the situation in
Palestine was stabilised by the White Paper, gave
some promise of enduring peace; and Lawrence
sang his Nunc dimittis. Mr. Churchill offered him
a career in Colonial administration. But the elusive
stylist answered that the job was done, and that it
would last, and that all his minister would see of
him was a small cloud of dust on the horizon. It
had been an unusual partnership.

Stranger associations waited for him that year, as
the Irish tragedy veered towards settlement. He
was a member of the Cabinet committee which
negotiated endlessly in Downing Street with Griffith
and Collins; and as the interminable rigmarole
proceeded, Mr. Churchill's initial aversion from his
country's enemies was changed to something like
regard, so far as Michael Collins was concerned.